Governor Judy Man/ an-
nounced Sept. 12 that her office
has secured up 1o $40.000 10 fund
study to hetp determine the long-
tenm health care necds for persons
suffering from discascs as a result
of exposure to tremolite asbestos.

The funding will be used o ex-
amine records of individuals who
showed abnormalitics in initial
medical screenings. and to study
the progression of tremolite asbes-
tos-related diseases in individuals
10 get a clearer picture of the cosis
of meeting loug-termm health care
needs.

“Estimating the cosis is abso-
Iutely critical in securing future
health care funding that will pro-
vide the security and peace of mind

resickons uy the Libby arca de-
serve.” Mrs, Mans said in press
rclcasc 10 The Momanian,

The funding will be received
from (he Agency for Toxic Sub-
stances and Discasce Repisuy
(ATSDR). which is an ageney
within the U S, Departiient of
Health and Humun Senvices. under
e direction of Secretany Tommy
Thompson. The reconunendation
10 pursue funding for such 1 shudh
was brought forward by the Gover-
nor’s Libby Health Care Study
Group. which was formed in
August,

“Secretary Thompson and the
staff of ATSDR have continually
stepped forward to provide assis-
tance for the residents of Libby, We

Gov. Judy Martz
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appreciate their onbomg suppon. *
specifically in securing this much-
needed funding for the study,” said
Mrs, Manz. ~As we move forward
to address health issues in Libby.
accurate information about the
health care needs of those exposed
1o remolite asbestos and the associ-
ated costs of meeting those needs

{ will be kev.”

One of the governor's key pri-
orities is the development of a

1 White Lung Prograin for persons

exposed to asbestos. This prograin
would be stinilar to the current
Black Lung Program. established

§ to provide health care services to
coal miners suffering from black

lung and other respiratory discases
that are artributed to their occupa-
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tion. The funding provided by
ATSDR will help gain funther in-
formation for such a progrant.
Montana’s Department of Pub-
lic Health and Human Service is fi-
nalizing and agreement with
ATSDR 1o conduct additional
screenings in Libby. This funding
will be provided through that sasme

agreement.
The Governor s Libby Health

Care Study group met on Thursday.

Sept. 12. from 24 p.m. via video
teleconference. Participating siles
included Kalispell Regional Medi-
cal Center, St. Patrick Hospital in
Missoula, St. John's Lutheran Hos-
pital in Libby, and the MHA Board
Roow in Helena,

.
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